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ART. I.—Stomaiitis of Pregnant, and Nursing Women. By Davin Hur< 

cuixson, M. D. 

TuHE literature of this disease is very scanty, and scattered over 
the American medical periodicals of the last twelve years; al- 
though it has but recently attracted attention, I am of opinion that 
its existence is of considerable date. Abercrombie in his inimita- 
ble work on the stomach and bowels, details a case, which, from the 
description, must have been this disease, and which he ultimately 
cured, with a decoction of logwood. It is his 115 case, page 356, 
second ed. 

Stomatitis Materna, is certainly a misnomer, as the sore mouth, 
is only a sequence of the previous state of system, although the 
sore mouth is generally the first symptom that attracts the atten- 
tion of the patient, for it sometimes comes on very suddenly, yet 
in all the cases that I have observed, derangement of the diges- 
tive organs, to a greater or less extent, existed anterior to the ulcera- 
tions of the,mouth, and, the buccal ulcerations generally- bore a 
proportionate relation to the gastric derangement; the greater the 
gastric disturbance, the more extensive and difficult to heal, were 
the ulcers in the mouth. Dr. Brainard has described the disease 
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as ulcerations of the vagina, connected with the states of utero gesta- 
tion, these ulcerations of the vagina, invariably alternate, with the 
ulcerations of the mucous membranes of the mouth and small intes- 
tines, and exist in every case where the disease continues for any 
length of time, these destructive ulcerations being the result of the 
abnormal condition of the nutritive system ; all my cases were trou- 
bled with flatulence, pyrosis, and irregular bowels, costiveness al- 
ternating with diarrhoea, which continued prominent symptoms 
throughout the affection. Dr. Brainard says that the ulcerations 
are the effect of a general cause, connected with an anemic condi- 
tion of system. 

Dr. Shields in an essay on the disease in the Western Journal 
of Medicine and Surgery, attributes it entirely to lactation. Ibeg 
leave to differ with him on this point, as the most inveterate case 
that I have ever seen, occurred two weeks before delivery. Dr. 
Wood says ‘‘ that the cause is some influence, exerted on the sys- 
tem, by the advanced state of pregnancy and lactation; what this 
influence is, is unknown, as it does not seem to be connected with 
any pre-existing condition of health, or character of constitution. 
I have never seen a case, but there had previously existed an an- 
emic condition of system, and it is most apt to occur in those who 
have previously suffered from hemorrhages, leucorrhea, and other 
debilitating affections; I have known it to follow enlargement of 
the spleen, produced by ague. Might not the cause be found in 
the chemical changes that take place in the blood during pregnan- 
cy? It is a fact established by the researches of chemists, that the 
blood, especially in the latter stages of utero-gestation, undergoes 
great alterations. According to Simon, the density, both of the 
defibrinated blood and of the serum is diminished—the water, the 
fibrin, and the phosphorized fat are increased, while the corpuscles 
and the albumen are diminished. It is also well known, that the 
specific gravity of the blood is diminished during pregnancy. I 
found the saliva, that flows so abundantly in this affection, highly 
albuminous ; now, we ask, is it not probable that this condition of 
the blood in a female, previously anemic, would induce deranged 
sensibility of the gastric branch of the par vagum nerve, and perhaps 
also of the sympathetic, producing an altered condition of the gas- 
tric secretions, and consequent indigestion, giving rise to flatulence, 
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some eructations, burning at epigastrium, and various gastric dis- 
turbances of the stomach? or might not this state of blood be brought 
about by the abnormal nutrition of the system that the disturbed 
condition of the stomach must produce ? because, when the first pro- 
cesses of digestion are interfered with, the subsequent processes 
are imperfect; consequently, the formation of food into the requi- 
site chyle globules, and subsequently blood globules are also inter- 
fered with, hence there is a consumption of the blood globules, 
and a consequent increase of fibrin. Hence, there obtains a simi- 
lar condition of blood in this disease, as in atrophy scrofulosis, 
tuburculosis, and other cachectic states. The destructive ulcera- 
tions that are set up in the mucous membranes of the mouth, 
small intestines, and vagina are the result of this altered state of 
blood, and perverted nutrition. The state of the kidneys and urin- 
ary secretion, also demands attention. In all the cases that came 
under my observation, there existed great paucity of urine for some 
time before the sore mouth made its appearance, with a frequent 
disposition to urinate, which passed in small quantities at a time, 
with pain and smarting, and the urine, after standing a few hours, 
threw down a very copious precipitate. It is well known that a 
pathological relation exists between the kidneys and stomach, and 
the gastric secretions are much influenced by their inefficient ac- 
tion, and when the urinary salts are unable to escape by their na- 
tural outlet, they will seek egress by the salivary and gastric 
glands, and by the liver, and occasion a very considerable amount 
of derangement in these organs, I found saline cathartics and al- 
kalies to remedy this condition of the kidneys. It being produced 
by the ill-conditioned fibrin of the blood. It is well known that 
salines lessen the acidity of the urine, and decrease the fibrin of 
the blood, and I observed that the condition of the mouth and 
stomach invariably improved with the re-establishment of the func- 
tion of the kidneys, and I doubt not but that iodide potass. which 
appear to be adapted to the mild form of this affection, has been 
very useful by increasing the depurating function of these organs. 
We have in this affection: 1st, Abnormal or depraved nutrition, 
depending on derangement of the digestive organs, existing before 
the ulcerations take place in the mouth, bowels, or vagina. 

2nd, An altered state of the blood, viz.: an increase of water, 
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fibrin and phosphorized fat, and a decrease of albumen and corpus- 

cles, produced by pregnancy, lactation, and depraved nutrition. 
8rd, As a sequence, destructive ulcerations of the mucous sur- 

faces of the mouth, intestines and vagina, and a wasting of the tissues. 

Should this pathology be correct, the treatment is obvious. I 
will detail a few cases, which will illustrate this affection. 

There are two forms, or grades of the disease, acute and suba- 
cute. The first form generally makes its appearance, either be- 
fore or shortly after delivery. The second is more apt to occur, 
some weeks or months after. In the subacute, the pulse is but lit- 
tle affected, the patient does not loose her appetite for food, she re- 
mains able to go about, although feeble, and suffers from weakness 
and nervous symptoms : such cases, I have generally relieved by 
remedies addressed to the correction of the condition of the stom- 
ach, and five grs. iodide potass. three times per day. 

CasE 1.—Mrs. W. had ulcers on the sides of the tongue, mouth 
very tender, child three months old, and was Iaboring under dysen- 
tery in a mild form, she was relieved in a few days, by correcting 
the dysenteric symptoms, and Iodide potass. five grs. three times 
day. 

My second case was similar to the above, and was speedily re- 
lieved by a similar treatment. 

My third case occurred in a lady that had the disease in the sub- 
acute form, in a previous nursing. This time she had suffered 
much during the latter months of utero-gestation from gastri¢ de- 
rangement, acid eructations, and costiveness, alternating with diar- 
rheea, scanty high colored urine, with a frequent disposition to urin- 
ate, which was attended with smarting and burning sensations. 
While in this condition she was attacked two weeks before de- 
livery, with a scalding sensation in the mouth, extending down the 
esophagus to the stomach, a profuse discharge of hot burning sali- 
va, loss of appetite and of taste, tongue very red around the edges, 
and in patches on the dorsum. On the second day, the pain in the 
mouth and jaws became distracting and intolerable, discharge of 
hot saliva from mouth very profuse, pulse full and tense, bowels 
constipated, urinary secretion very scanty; 24 oz. of blood was 
abstracted from the arm, which gave her great comfort, by reliev- 
ing the intolerable pain in the mouth and jaws, and she took a sa- 
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line drought, which brought away very dark foetid evacuation, 
and reduced the febrile and inflammatory condition of system. 
The inside of the cheeks, gums, edges, and underpart of the tongue, 
became covered with small ulcers, with a red, fiery surface around 
them. Nit. argent. and also muriatic acid, as a lotion, were applied 
to the ulcers, without any apparent beneficial effects. She also 
took iodide potass. for several days, without benefit. The stomach 
continued deranged, acid eructations, and a hot burning sensation 
at epigastrium. The iodide potass. was laid aside, and she was 
given an oz. aqua calcis, three times a day, and saline aperients. 
The tart. potass. and soda, to keep the bowels soluble, which cor- 
rected the state of the stomach, the urinary secretion became more 
abundant, and by the application of the nit. argent. as a lotion, 
the ulcers began to heal and the mouth speedily improved. A few 
days after delivery, the sore mouth returned. The tongue assumed 
the same aspect as before, ulcers formed on the sides and under- 
part of the tongue, and inside of the cheeks, a febrile condition of 
system, of the hectic character existed, much gastric derangement, 
acid eructations and burning at the epigastrium, coated tongue, 
impaired appetite, and scanty high-colored urine, with painful mic- 
turition. The urine, on standing a few hours, threw down a 
copious precipitate. She was again given saline, aperients, tart. 
potass. and soda, aqua calcis, and the lotion of nit. argent. to ulcers, 
when, after five days’ treatment, the state of the stomach and bow- 
els became corrected, and the state of the mouth again began to 
improve rapidly, and here I noticed, that the lotion nit. argent. had 
no influence on the ulcers in the mouth, until the condition of the 
stomach was corrected. 

In two weeks after she recovered from the second attack, the 
disease again returned, mouth exceedingly tender, edges and un- 
derpart of the tongue covered with ulcers, tongue furred, scanty, 
pink, red-colored urine, throws down a heavy precipitate on stand- 
ing, frequent pulse, hectic, exhausting nocturnal perspirations,loss 
of appetite, pyrosis, flatulence, discharges from bowels hot and ex- 
coriating, flow of savila abundant ; emaciated fast, and began to 
sink low ; this time aqua calcis failed to relieve the burning at epi- 
gastrium. Bicarb. soda was given, which gave much relief. 

Having seen Dr. Evams’s remarks on the use of cod liver oil in 
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this affection, I thought it a case well adapted to it, and as my pa- 
tient was sinking fast, being unable to sit up any at all for several 
weeks, and with difficulty turn herself in bed, I thought best to 
give her tonics, at the time that she was taking the oil. Accord- 
ingly, she was placed on the following: cod liver oil—a table 
spoon full thrice a day, in a little brandy—sub nit. bismuth, grs.v. 
thrice a day—yuinine, grs.ij. thrice a day—solut. bicarb. soda, ad 
libitum, as adrink. The bismuth and soda, acted almost as a charm, 
in correcting the state of the stomach, so that from this treatment 
in four days she was much improved. The tongue and mouth lost 
their fiery color, the ulcers began to heal, the nocturnal sweats 
ceased, the febrile condition of system became less, the appetite 
and strength began to return. The treatment was continued three 
weeks, when she was quite restored, and continued to nurse her 
child, a fine, healthy, stout boy. It required aperients, to keep 
the bowels soluble. The salines appeared to produce the best in- 
fluence, and especially the tartrate of soda and potass.; the urin- 
ary secretion being always more abundant after their action, anda 
consequent improvement of the stomach and mouth. All that I 
have read on the subject recommend weaning; I think it unneces- 
sary, as the sore mouth will frequently continue after weaning, un- 
less the condition of the nutritive organs is corrected by appropri- 
ate treatment. A lady applied to me a few months ago, she had 
undergone various treatments, had weaned her child, and yet the 
mouth did not get well; she suffered from gastric derangement, ul- 
cers in the mouth, and vagina, bad appetite anda feeble state of 
health ; she had taken cod liver oil, and refused to take any more, 
on account of its disagreeableness. I gave her sub. nit. bismuth, 
gentian and soda, which improved her digestive organs, and she 
speedily recovered. How the bismuth produces its effects in this 
affection is a little uncertain, but it is probably by changing the 
sensibilities of the par vagum nerve of the sympathetic. 

The following is a pleasant mode for its administration : sub nit. 
bismuth, 3j.—tinct. ginger, tinct. cordam. gum accacia, aa. 3j. 
—aqua, 3viij.—shake well, from a tea to a table spponful after 
eating or before. 

I have observed in those cases in which the disease returns, af- 
ter the mouth is once- relieved, that, during the intervals of the at- 
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tacks, ulcerations in the vagina take place, and when they disap- 
pear in the vagina, they will again appear in the mouth, and vice 
versa. 

I found animal food, best adapted to the condition of my pa- 
tients’ stomachs, when the tenderness of the mouth would permit 
them to eat it. 

I think much might be done by way of prophylaxis, by attending 
strictly to the condition of the stomach in the latter stages of preg- 
nancy. In conclusion, I would beg leave to request some member 
of the profession, that is accustomed to chemical manifestations, to 
analyze the blood and urine in this affection, and let the results of 
the analysis be known to the profession. 


ART. Il.— Report of Two Cases of Intestinal Fistule. By De Lasgte Mit- 
LER, M, D., Chicago, Ill. 


Case 1.—Visited——Johnson, aged about 12 years, January 
22nd, 1850, found him with considerable febrile movement, with 
severe pain in the right iliac region, increased on pressure, and con- 
tinuous, bowels constipated. Directed fomentations to the painful 
part, and ordered a Cathartic, to be followed by a full dose of Dover 
Powder. 23rd.—The Cathartic operated kindly, removing a large 
quantity of hardened feces. His pulse is 120 in the minute— 
tongue dry—pain in the right iliac region, about the same as yes- 
terday. Some tumefaction corresponding to the seat of pain.— 
Continue formentations, and prescribed the following :—R Hyd. 
Prot. Chlor. grs.viij. Pulv. Doveri5j.—M. Div. Chart No. 4. 
take one every fourth hour. 24th.—Patient, much the same as yes- 
terday—pulse rather softer and 110—tumefaction increasing, but 
circumscribed. Ordered a laxative, to be followed by Dover Pow- 
der, sufficient to quiet the pain. Applied a blister to the whole 
extent of the painful part. 

The blister drew well, and discharged freely, the tongue became 
moist—the pain gradually subsided, though tenderness to pressure 
remained—the swelling increases, without extending its boundary, 
which is about five inches in diameter. After several days, detect 
fluctuation in the part, there seems tobe great exhaustion of the 
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vital forces, the patient complains of debility, and a sense of de- 
pression. He states, that two days before I visited him, he receiv- 
ed an injury at the point affected, by falling upon a billet of wood. 

Punctured the swelling, which discharged a large quantity of 
foetid gas, and a small quantity of grumous blood, mixed with un- 
healthy pus—the tumefaction immediately subsided, and a distinct 
ring marking the boundary of the swelling remained. Ordered a 
cataplasm to be applied to the part, and prescribed :—Sulph. Mor- 
phia, as occasion required, to keep the patient quiet. February 
10th.—Three days after the abscess was punctured, the discharge 
consisted almost entirely of feces, with portions of partly digested 
food; no natural evacuation from the bowels during the last three 
days. Ordered injections. 

The anema produced a slight evacuation from the bowels; the 
patient feels but little pain. Advised a nourishing diet, and por- 
ter. March 15th.—The patient improving in strength—the Artifi- 
cial opening assuming the appearance of a fistulous orifice, and 
discharges as last noted. The lower portion of the bowels have 
been kept open by the use of injections, alternated with croton oil. 
April 15th.—The patient so much improved, as to ride 25 miles, to 
the residence of his father. The discharge the same in quality as 
last noted, but less in quantity. The orifice is evidently smaller. 
January.—One year after the attack, the patient has perfectly re- 
covered; the orifice continued to contract, the discharge becoming 
less, and finally ceased altogether. 

CasE 2.—Niles had been sick’ two weeks, and under treatment 
for inflammation of the bowels, when I was called to see him, in 
consultation, found him with pain in the right iliac region, which 
was increased on pressure, had taken Calomel largely, and been 
catharticised freely. A blister was applied over the seat of the 
pain, and anodynes prescribed. About two weeks subsequent to 
this time, I was requested to visit him again, and take charge of 
the case, he was at this time very much debilitated, pain and ten- 
derness in the iliac region same as before, but found an abscess 
pointing about two inches to the right side of the spinous process 
of the secon lumbar vertebra: punctured it, when it discharged 
freely, pus intermingled with flakes of lymph, poultices were ap- 
plied to the part, and tonics prescribed. On the second day after 
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the abscess was opened, faeces were observed to escape from the ori- 
fice, and occasionally portions of undigested food. About three 
weeks subsequent to this, another opening was formed about two 
inches internal to the anterior superior spinous process of the ilium, 
giving exit to a similar discharge. The opening on the back now 
began to contract, and finally closed, about six weeks after it was 
formed. After the time the first opening was made, it was difficult 
to produce an evacuation peranum. Injections were used, alterna- 
ted with croton oil. 

This course was followed for near six months, and the patient 
sustained by tonics and a nourishing diet, when the fistulous 
0 pening gradually contracted, occasionally closing for a few days, 
then opening for a short time, and discharging as before, till at the 
end of eighteen months, when it remained closed, and the patient 
regained his usual strength and spirits. 

Remarks.—There seems but little doubt, that in the case of 
Johnson, the inflammatory action, and consequent ulceration were 
induced by the injury received by the fall, the bilet of wood fore- 
ing the walls of the abdomen, and coats of the intestine, against 
the accumulation of hardened feces, contained within the Colon at 
the time, producing contusion, and possibly slight laceration of the 
coats of the intestine. We see exemp’ified in this case the beauti- 
ful provision of nature, which by forming adhesions between the va- 
rious structures, around the injury, prevents the fatal consequen- 
ces that would ensue, from the escape of foreign substances into 
the peritoneum. A point of practical importance is the propriety 
of the early openings, from the great depression of the vital forces; 
the inference in this case was, that the contents of the abscess 
were producing serious mischief, which was manifested upon the 
escape of the foetid gas, and the relief which followed. 

In the case of Niles, is it not probable that some solid foreign 
body had found its way, perhaps, into the appendix vermiformis, 
whence it could not dislodge itself, causing the inflammation and 
ulceration, and leading to the abscess? None such was discovered 
in the discharges, although the attention of the parents was direct- 
ed to it. But it is easy to understand how it might escape unob- 
served in the great amount of matter that was constantly discharg- 
ing. Not the least practical point in these cases is the use of cro- 
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ton oil, this article fulfilled the indicatives admirably, it produced 
a uniform peristaltic action throughout the entire extent of the in- 
testinal canals, without irritating the internal orifice of the fistula, 
by its bulk. In the management of the above cases, the reader 
will notice an apparent disregard of the opinions of the older phy- 
sicians, ‘“‘who, in injuries of the abdomen, extending to the intes- 
tines, never left anything to nature.” 


<> > 


ART. I1L.—Cerebral Dise we, a sequel of Scarlatina. By Davi Hur- 
curson, M. D, 


B. F., AEtTAT 21 years old, taken three days ago with sore throat, 
swelling of the glands and tongue, the throat is ulcerated and has 
the scarlatinal appearance, tongue much swollen, pulse tense, 100 
per minnte, great difficulty of swallowing, much swelled under the 
chin. Venesect 24 oz.—cath. calomel and jalap—vol. liniment to 
throat. 

Jan. Ist. Tongue fills the mouth, almost impossible to swallow, 
pulse 90, tense, cannot articulate, made incisions into tongue, bled 
freely, gave emet. of tart. ant et potass. and ipecac, cath. calomel 
and jalap. 

Jan. 2nd. Articulates well, tongue much reduced in size, can 
swallow, and is sitting up; his father says that he was delirious 
during the night, at present rational, pulse 90, contracted and 
tense, give sulph. magnes. as cathartic, tart. ant et potass. nauseant. 

Jan. 8rd. About four o’clock this morning he rose from bed, (he 
had slept but little for several nights,) put on his coat and socks, 
and went off; a very heavy rain was falling, he ran two miles to 
the house of a neighbor, who saw that there was something wrong 
with him, the neighborhood turned out in search of him, when they 
found him, and brought him home, apparently in a fit of mental 
derangement. ‘The pupil of the right eye is double the size of the 
left, left eye blood-shot, pulse 90, contracted and firm, tongue much 
improved, deglutition better, articulation good, has a wild, unna- 
tural expression of countenance, venesect 24 0z., cold applications 
to head, sinopisms to extremeties, sulph. magnesia and tart. emet. 
sol. till free purgation is produced. 

















UNUSUAL SYMPTOMS. 539 


Jan. 4th. Appears rational this morning, pulse 80, softer, ex- 
pression of countenance more natural, left eye not so much con- 
jested, pupils more equal in size, than on yesterday, appeared 
better after the action of the cathartic, says that he is weaker, and 
has lost that quick motion that he had on yesterday, gave dose of 
calomel and jalap, to be followed by the saline mixture; he speedi- 
ly recovered, and says that he run off, because he thought that some 
one was in pursuit of him, to take his life. The pupils of his eyes, 
in a few days, became equal in size. Several of his brothers, young- 
er than himself, had scarlatina afterwards, attended with much in- 
flammation about the glands of the neck, but no cerebral affection. 





ART. IV.—Report of three cases in which unusual symptoms were 
present, 


[The following communication was received without date or sig- 
nature.— Ed. | 

Mr. Epiror:—As much of the interest of your Journal de- 
pends upon reports of rare cases, and since many rare cases are 
unlikely to occur in the practice of one Physician, I have thought 
it proper to send you a history of the following three, which, if 
you think of sufficient importance, you may may insert in your 
Journal. 

Case 1.—In March, 1848, I was called to see Mrs. C., aged 89; 
light hair; grey eyes; slender constitution; had been married 
several years; had never been pregnant. Her health for the last 
few years had been feeble, the catamenia irregular, and sometimes 
profuse. I found her with a frequent and feeble pulse; tongue 
slightly coated, no present pain. She informed me that her abdo- 
men for some time’previous had been somewhat larger than usual ; 
but that a few hours before my arrival, a large gush of limpid fluid 
had escaped from the vagina, on which the abdominal walls became 
flaccid. This fluid continued to drain away for some three weeks, 
at the end of which time it ceased, leaving the woman, however, 
much debilitated. The amount passed was sufficient to saturate 
from 6 to 12 napkins a day. 

As I had never seen a similar case before, I was at a loss as to 
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what course to pursue. I gave however, alumn internally, alter- 
nating its use with acetate of lead, followed by carb. iron, which 
was well borne. Solutions of these articles were injected per va- 
ginum. After she got about, her health was much as before, for 
two years, when she died of typhus fever. 

Case 2.—In May, 1851, I was called to Mrs. M., at two o’clock 
in the morning, of whose case the following history was given: 
At ten o'clock on the day before, she was taken in labor with her 
sixth child. It was soon, discovered by the women present, that 
the right arm presented. In a short time, the pains died away, to 
the sorrow of the sapient midwife. A dispute now arose as to the 
best course to pursue. Some were for letting things alone till the 
services of a physician could be procured. But the old midwife 
assured them that a few more pains would do the work; and con- 
sequently her feet were put in hot water; hot teas given, and in 
fact everything was done to start the pains, which soon came on, 
and continued for ten hours, not light, but powerfully and severe. 
When it was found that she was not going to get through, I was 
sent for. A short time before my arrival, she felt something give 
way in the abdomen. I found her bedewed with a cold sweat, the 
child’s arm had been forced low down, and the shoulder firmly im- 
pacted in the bones. I called for a light, but it was brought in time 
only to see our patient die. Her husband, and all but the midwife, 
thought her sacrificed by an untimely resort to stimulants. And 
who believes but that she might have been saved, had not nature 
been lashed into action when she was waiting for help? No exam- 
ination was made, but there was probably laceration of the uterus. 


CASE OF LINGERING PARTURITION. 

CasE 3.—On the morning of the 15th inst., I was called to Mrs. 
B., aged 40; light hair; blue eyes; small size; large pelvis; and 
had borne nine children. On the morning of the 13th, she told 
me there had been a gush of water from the vagina; and as all 
her former labors had been quite rapid, she soon expected to be 
through. The women were called in, and pains came on once in 
about ten minutes, until I was called. I could feel the child’s head 
low down; the os easily admitting two fingers, and feeling confi- 
dent that her pains must incroase in force before delivery, I strove 
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to quiet her fears of an unfortunate result. I left after remaining 
twelve hours, and in two days called again. Pains continued as 
before, coming on regularly every ten or fifteen minutes. Little, 
if any descent had taken place in the child. I began to think her 
mistaken about the discharge of waters four days before. She in- 
sisted that she could not have been mistaken, for the abdomen had 
suddenly shrunk with the discharge of the fluid. 

I did not see my patient again for ten days, when on being call- 
ed to her, I found her just delivered of a small, living, plump, fe- 
male child. Her pains from the first continuing regular, were on- 
ly light, and most of the time she was about the house, or sitting 
on the sofa. No fever occurred; in fact there was nothing calling 
for interference, save costiveness. So far as I know, such cases are 
quite rare, as no Physician in my acquaintance has seen one 
similar. 
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SELECTIONS, 


From the Southern Journal of the Medical and Physical Sciences. 


The Medical and Physical Sciences. By W. P. Jones, M. D. 


It has been said, by one wiser than we, that “the Archetype of 
science is the Universe, and that it is in the disclosure of its suc- 
cessive parts that science advances from step to step.” If this sim- 
ple though comprehensive proposition be true, it becomes to every 
man, but especially the Physician, a matter of the greatest import- 
ance to observe these disclosures; and particularly in view of the 
short catalogue of medical men whose names have been rendered 
illustrious because of their devotion to the Physical Sciences. 

We do not, and will not arrogate to ourself the importance of 
dictating to members of the medica] profession, further than merely 
to intimate, (and this we do most respectfully,) that there is in no 
department of scientific or industrial pursuit, such an amount of 
varied and cultivated talent so unprofitably invested as in the 
learned profession of medicine. 

Ordinarily, the practice, if not considered alone in a pecuniary 
point of view, does not pay. And where is the boasted literature 
of our profession ? 

Though the Physical Sciences have advanced with unprecedented 
rapidity within the last half century, it is very evident that we 
have not in medicine the classic literature foreshadowed fifty years 
ago. And it occurs to us as a somewhat remarkable fact, that not- 
withstanding we have inherited the learning of our fathers, we 
have been but reservoirs—-not scientific dispensers. Inseparably 
connected as medical men are or ought to be, through their profes- 
sion, with all the sciences, it becomes peculiarly their province to 
put forth a medical literature, worthy the name, worthy our pre- 
decesgors, and the present age. 

To do this most successfully, we should dissuade students from 
entering our offices, who have not acquired a thorough education ; 
by which we will at least have learned whether they have the 
capacity and inclination to think—to think wisely—to think pro- 
foundly. If,all would do this, in a few years we would have a 
literature of the highest order, commending itself to the judgment 
and cultivated admiration of the world. 

Truth, immutable and unchangeable as the heavens, permeates 
all the sciences, and the separate departments of each are, equally 
with the whole, acted upon by a power far above the capacity of 
finite minds to comprehend. We, however, by searching may find 
out all, which in our present state concerns us to know; and 
whether we give utterance to our convictions or not, we can but 
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feel within us that He who gave laws to Moses, on the summit of 
the mountain, now speaks to each of us, and not alone from the 
heavens, but from the summit of every mountain, and every table 
of stone composing the mountain, as well as from all other de- 
partments of the illimitable world. And no man, not even the 
boastful Atheist, can accomplish any useful purpose in life, unless 
he, too, studies the laws of nature and becomes a worker together 
with them. 

We however know that few persons possess either the versatility 
of talent, the taste and inclination, or the physical and mental 
ability, to become eminently distinguished in every department of 
science ; and consequently, to convince ourselves with reference to 
the importance of each of the great elements of learning, we must 
attend to the results of investigations among men of singleness of 
purpose. And to satisfy ourselves with regard to any one of the 
Medical or Physical Sciences, we have but to observe the conclu- 
sions arrived at by those who have devoted themselves exclusively 
to any one department, and see with what transcendent interest 
and importance they each invest their peculiar pursuit, and with 
what, comparative indifference they regard all others. 

While it is true that singleness of purpose characterizes those who 
obtain an intimate knowledge of the beauties, perfections and ad- 
vantages of any science, ‘it is also true, that nature has benevolent] 
constituted other and more social natures, and probably less philo- 
sophic minds to search after and find the permeating tissues, the 
connecting links, which bind all the sciences, in one common har- 
monious brotherhood, and show that each is made to minister to 
the happiness of man, and all to the honor of the Divine Being. 

We care not what may determine an inquiring mind to the in- 
vestigation of any one of the sciences, it will be to him of all 
others the most interesting, the most improving, varied, and inex- 
haustible field for investigation and reflection. 

Galen, the prince of Greek Physicians, though influenced by a 
dream of his father to turn his attention to the profession of medi- 
cine, upon that subject alone, is said to have written more than 
five hundred books. 

Indeed, whatever in nature has for any considerable length of 
time engaged the philosophic mind, has in turn become the instru- 
ment of usefulness, the theme of admiration, and has effectually 
ministered to the sum of human happiness. Take for example the 
science of chemistry, how intensely interesting and almost infi- 
nitely diversified the great truths and principles presented there ; 
and how vastly important their application to almost every depart- 
ment of business, if not to life itself. And who does not look to 
its future disclosures for the most important triumphs of Medicine ? 

In reviewing one’s own bodily connections with elements of the 
past, the chemical and vital forces present themselves as peculi- 
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arly worthy the most minute consideration of the Medical Philoso- 
her. A few years since and these bodies of ours had no existence. 
lements which have become a part of our physical systems, dif- 
ferently combined. have been diffused throughout the world. Pro- 
bably from every State in the Union—from China, West Indies, 
and Europe—from rill, river, and ocean—from plain, valley and 
mountain, these elements have come to us in organized substances, 
and after mastication, their nutritious products are further sub- 
jected to vital force or motion until they are introduced into the 
general circulation and become vital. 
® #* “How august, 
How complicate, how wonderful is man! 
How passing wonder, He who mace him such! ! 
Who centred in our ake such strange extremes, 


From different natures marvellously mixed, 
Connection exquisite of distant worlds.” 


It is also interesting and profitable, in a medical point of view; 
to contemplate our medical, physical, and intellectual relation to 
the geological character of the country in which we may chance 
more immediately to reside. As a science, separately considered, 
geology is worthy the profoundest investigation of the most hercu- 
ean intellect, and as a department of American literature indis- 
pensable to the practitioner, because of its modifying, if not con- 
trolling influence over diseases peculiar to certain geological divi- 
sions. 
In view of the general disclosures of geology, one may reason- 
ably, or at any rate without being charged with lunacy, come to 
the conclusion that all nature was originally designed to become 
possessed of life, and those portions which have ever been subjected 
only to the laws of gravitation, but await their appointed time in 
the progressive transformation of matter to become vital. The 
annual round of spring, the action of the elements and natural 
affinities, bring about many new combinations. Chemical proper- 
ties of stone and clay enter into the vegetable kingdom ; the animal 
kingdom is dependent upon this, and through the mediuni of vital 
force and animal chemistry these properties of earth are transform- 
ed into living animal matter ; and thus it is that the laws of nature 
are continually operating upon crude materials, refining and ren- 
dering them more easy of assimilation to man. The mineral king- 
dom furnishes nutriment to the vegetable; the vegetable to the 
animal kingdom, and vegetable and animal matter is the destined 
nourishment for man. 

How vast, how interesting, how beautiful and sublime the econ- 
omy of nature, which permits not even a drop of water to be lost, 
an autumn leaf to perish, or the smallest insect to decay, without 


subserving a valuable purpose ! 
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** See dying vegetables life sustain ; 

See life, dissolving, vegetate again. 

All forms that perish other forms supply ; 
By turns we catch the vital breath, and die.” 


The cultivation of the Medical and Physical Sciences asa 
system, though ever important to the life and happiness of men, 
has never yet met the reasonable demands of society. It is true, 
however, that at various times in the annals of medicine, such 
as Galen, Cullen, Cooper. Physic, Abernethy and others have 
by their scientific contributions adorned the profession of medi- 
cine. While Newton, Franklin, Humboldt anda host of others, 
have permeated the secret haunts and contributed largely to the 
elucidation of the Physical Sciences. Yet it is equally true, 
that the governing principles disclosed by the investigations of 
those men do not seem to sustain the mutual relations which the 
parts of a whole always sustain to each other. And why is this? 
Are there laws in nature without harmony? Principles with- 
out affinity? Are the elements by which we are environed so 
at war as to demand a mediator? We think not. They only 
require an adequate medium of intercommunication, and culti- 
vated mind, which will ultimately subdue the world, must become 
that medium; and here a broad, beautiful and inviting vista 
opens up to the view of the medical inquirer. On either side, 
arrayed in rich and varied perspective, are the Medical and 
Physical Sciences, with here and there, a disintegrated though 
monumental pillar, the stand point for a time of some worthy 
predecessor in the healing art; but the accumulated mass of 
material on either hand remains wholly unavailable except as it 
may constitute a portion of one or another of the collateral 
sciences. 

Who, in this age, can boldly enter the temple of the physical, 
and trace there the liniaments of the medical sciences? Who 
will reveal to us the intimate relation subsisting between the 
allied sciences? Or who, after observing the disclosures of 
nature, will attempt to show that the Trinity gave his similitude 
alone to man ? and has now, elsewhere no counterpart in nature ? 

Chemistry, in some sense at least, is a spirit of truth alike com- 
mon to the Medical and Physical Sciences, and takes hold of 
the principles and properties of both, and presents them to the 
mind of the medical philosopher. And it is thus that the scien- 
tific chemist, while elaborating philosophic truth for all classes 
of men, himself becomes one of the noblest ornaments of modern 
medicine. 

Who, in fact, is now esteemed the most honorable man in the 
medical profession? Not the man in costly array who devotes 


himself to elegant leisure. Nor yet the man who pants for blood, 
and cuts where’er there’s money. But, ’tis he who in his pupi- 


85 
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lage fitly studied prophylactic and therapeutic medicine, and 
whose consecrated energies are yet actively engaged in discov- 
ering the means of meliorating the condition of suffering human- 
ity, and disclosing the hitherto hidden mysteries of medicine. 

Tis he who, while he sits, or rides, or reclines upon his couch, 
contemplates the relation which through his complicated physi- 
cal organization he sustains to the earth upon which he walks, 
to the air he breathes, to the water he drinks and the food he 
eats, as well as to light, darkness, heat, cold, electricity, and the 
ten thousand other environments, which address themselves to 
his sentient nature. 

In short, it is the man whose mind is richly imbued with the 
honor, the dignity, the responsibility and delicacy of his mission. 
Whose comprehensive capacities have been illuminated by the 
teachings of nature, and whose morals are guided by a purer 
revelation. All honor to such a man! 





From the Philadelphia Medical Examiner. 


On the Employment of Indide of Potassium as a Remedy for the Affections 
caused by Lead and Mercury. By M. Meusens. Translated by WiL- 
Liam Bupp, M3 D. [Published in the British and Foreign MedicoxChirurgi- 
cal Review, for January, 1853. ] 


Dr. Bupp, in his preface to M. Melsens’ Memoir, very justly 
observes, that, “‘if as M. Melsens alleges, and as his numerous 
experiments seem conclusively to show, iodide of potassium is not 
only a safe, certain and radical cure for the common forms of sat- 
urnine and mercurial poisoning, but an equally sure preventive of 
the injurious effects so frequently produced by emanations from 
lead and mercury, the fact is one that cannot be made too widely 
known.” And M. Melsens has attempted further to establish a 
relation between the iodide of potassium and mercury, as thera- 
peutic agents, which is no less deserving of attention. 

His starting point in reference to mercurial and saturnine poison- 
ing is, that the metallic substance is in actual union with the 
affected part or parts, and is retained there in the form of some 
insoluble compound. ‘ The iodide of potassium, after its absorp- 
tion into the blood, combines with the metallic poison, and forms 
with it a new and soluble salt—liberates the poison from its union 
with the injured pry yng it out, so to speak, from the 
damaged fibre, and sets it once more afloat in the circulation.” 


And the déuble iodide of mercury (or lead) and potassium is as- 

umed to be eliminated through the kidneys almost as soon as 
formed, with any excess of iodide of potassium present. 

The modus operandi of the antidote proposed here is apparently 
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in antagonism with established views of antidotical action. In 
attacking a poison in the stomach, our purpose is to convert it 
from a soluble to an insoluble compound, with the aim of prevent- 
ing its absorption into the circulation. But the object here is the 
reverse, to restore the poison to the current of the circulation, and 
cause its final elimination by uniting it with a substance readily 
cast out of the system. 

It appears, from the experiments of M. Melsens, that the kidneys 
are the principal outlet for the iodide of potassium from the system ; 
that, under ordinary circumstances, it is seldom or never traced in 
the fecal evacuations ; and that even when associated with active 
purgatives, it is with oxtreme difficulty made to pass through the 
bowels into the stools. So much for the channel of elimination. 
The essential chemical point in the eliminative process is the fact 
that all the mercurial and saturnine compounds which can possibly 
occur in the economy, are soluble in the iodide of potassium; the 
presence of the organic substances of the body not hindering these 
reactions. We quote at length M. Melsens’ views and statements 
on these questions ; and first as to mercury : 


‘It is well known that persons who have wndergone mercurial 
treatment have observed, even after an interval of many years, that 
gold placed in contact with their perspiration has become coated 
with mercury, especially when excessive perspirations have been 
caused by the use of the vapor bath. If this fact be true, it proves 
that the system may absorb and retain mercury for a long time 
under forms which I will not try to define, but which very proba- 
bly result from the insoluble compounds which the salts of mercury 
form, either with the organic or inorganic materials of the body, or 
with both conjoined. Perhaps the mercury may even occur in the 
metallic state, as some have admitted; at any rate, it is present in 
the body in such form as to be retained there. The principal com- 
binations which might thus oocur may be reduced to the following: 


1. Combinations of corrosive sublimate, whether in its simple 
state, or as modified by the animal substances of the econ- 
my—namely, 

a. With albumen. 

b. Albumen, and the materials of the brain. 

c. Gelatine. 

d. The nitrogenous extractive matters of the blood, of 
muscle, of the urine, &c. 

e. Albumen, fibrin, muscular fibre, pelatine, whether in 
the natural state or modified by digestion. 

f. Matters of the bile. 

2. Mercurial soaps. 

8. Phosphates of mercury. 

4, Mercury in the metallic state. (7) 
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All these compounds are soluble in alkaline or neutral pure 
iodide of potassium dissolved in one of the liquids of the body. I 
have made experiments with each of the compounds here enume- 
rated, and have always succeeded in dissolving them under what- 
ever circumstances. If the iodide of potassium be associated with 
a dilute acid which has no energetic action either on the solution 
of the salt or on the principles which occur in the body, the solu- 
tion of the fixed mercurial compounds is stiJl effected perfectly. 
In obtaining this last result I operated with lactic acid. After 
fixing corrosive suhlimate on nervous filaments, muscular fibre, or 
tendons, it is only necessary to wash them for a short time in a 
solution of iodide of potassium, whether acid, alkaline, or neutral, 
in order to remove entirely the mercurial salt. It is especially 
with a solution of albumen and sublimate that these properties 
admit of being perfectly demonstrated ; indeed, the experiment has 
been for many years a class experiment in M. Dumas’ course at 
the School of Medicine. It is only necessary to pour a solution of 
iodide of potassium on the precipitate formed by albumen and sub- 
limate, in order to see the liquid become instantly limpid. The 
iodide of mercury possesses a property which I must not omit to 
point out. This compound, as is well known, is soluble in caustic 
potash. Now, although caustic potash is not found in the living 
body, the alkalinity of the greater number, of the greater of the 
fluids which are found there is worthy of being borne in mind, and 
acquires @ certain degree of interest when viewed in relation to the 
following experiment. Mercury coarsely divided was placed under 
a layer of water holding in solution caustic potash and iodide of 
potassium. After some weeks’ contact a considerable quantity of 
mercury was found dissolved in the liquid. 

It is well known that metallic mercury in contact with alkaline 
chlorides in solution, itself passes in part to the state of chloride. 
It remained for me to prove that this reaction might occur in per- 
fectly neutral or even in alkaline fluids. it was necessary in this 
experiment to guard against the intervention of the carbonic acid 
of the air, or of the acids sometimes diffused in the air of chemical 
laboratories. It appeared to me quite neeessary to make this ex- 
periment, especially as it was possible that mercury might exist in 
the body in the metallic state, and yet act as a poison; in which 
case, the experiment I have just cited would still permit the hope 
that the poison might become dissolved by the action of the iodide 
of potassium, rendered alkaline by the fluids of the living body. 

When metallic mercury is shaken in a solution of iodide of po- 
tassium, whether neutral or slightly acidulated with hydrochloric 
acid, the sdlution soon acquires an alkaline reaction—an incontes- 
table proof that the oxygen of the air has laid hold of the potassium 
of the iodide, which, in its turn, has yielded its iodine to the mer- 
cury, the iodide of mercury thus formed having entered into com- 
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bination with the iodide of potassium remaining in excess. It suf- 
fices to shake vigorously a neutral or slightly acidulated solution 
of iodide of potassium with an excess of mercury, for the space of 
a minute, in order to see the reaction occur. This might be easily 
done as a class experiment, to show the tendency of the alkaline 
haloid salts to form double salts with the corresponding haloid salts 
of the metals properly so called. An analogous phenomenon ma 
be observed, although less readily, with common salt, and, indeed, 
simple potash excites the oxidation of mercury, and dissolves small 
quantities of the oxide. When these experiments are made in 
closed vessels, it is easy to demonstrate the disappearance of oxygen, 
by analysing the air which has been operated on.” 


The solubility of the compounds of lead in iodide of potassium, 
is, it is admitted, of more difficult proof. On this point he says: 


“«T shall content myself with observing, therefore, that the iodide 
of lead is soluble in alkaline liquids, and that it has a marked ten- 
dency to combine with alkaline iodides. These facts have appeared 
to me to constitute adequate motives to induce medical men to em- 
ploy the treatment by iodide of potassium for complaints which, 

owever much they may be relieved, are, according to our best 
physicians, rarely, if ever, radically cured. 

-* T have proved that metallic lead becomes dissolved in a solution 
of iodide of potassium, rendered alkaline by | ar It is well 
known how rapidly certain metals become oxidized when exposed 
to moist air, in the presence of even feeble acids, like the carbonic 
acid of the atmosphere. This is the case with iron, and indeed 
with lead. ‘The intervention of an alkali sometimes suffices to pre- 
vent oxidation. Such is the case with iron. Lead, copper, and 
zinc become oxidized, on the contrary, more rapidly in contact with 
an alkaline liquor. I have proved that granules of perfectly metallic 
lead, bathed by a solution of iodide of potassium, rendered alkaline 
by potash, become, after a time, partly dissolved in this mixture.” 


The legitimate sequitur of these chemical reactions is obviously 
increased activity of certain salts of mercury in the stomach, when 
followed by the administration of iodide of potassium. And this 
point seems to be made out both by reference to the statements and 
experiments of other chemists, and to M. Melsens’ own researches 
with particular reference to the subject. And as a confirmatory 
fact, it is asserted that, in the treatment of secondary syphilis, “the 
administration of iodide of potassium often causes intense suffering 
in patients who have been treated by mercurials.”’ 

Analogous results are shown to have occurred after the adminis- 
tration of iodide of potassium to animals who have taken lead com- 

ounds—that is, aggravation of the poisonous phenomena. And, 
ence, it is urged that “ great caution is necessary in the employ- 
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ment of this remedy in man, for the first few days.” For, ‘“ at the 
moment when the metallic compounds fixed in the body become 
dissolved or transformed, phenomena of acute poisoning may occur, 
caused by their liberation.” 

Numerous cases are adduced of the successful application of this 
treatment to the relief of lead poisoning and mercurial poisoning. 
In fact, it is impossible to disbelieve in the remedial value of the 
agent, after perusing the mass of testimony by which it is attested. 
We confess, however, that plausible as is the theory of its action, 
we do not understand the rapidly succeeding activity and disap- 
pearance from the system which we are asked to admit in the com- 
binaticn of the poison and antidote. 


ns <a > +e 


From the Southern Journal. 


Bite of the Rattlesnake. 

Messrs. Eprtors: I believe as yet no distinguished authority 
has elevated the claims of Alcohol to the character of specific in 
this terrible malady; a character to which I think it justly enti- 
tled, as the following case will show : 

I was summoned in haste on the evening of the 20th September, 
1852, to see Miss R , a young lady aged 17, living five miles 
in the country, (I was informed by the messenger, ) while taking a 
stroll in company with her mother, was bitten by a Rattlesnake. 
I arrived at half past seven o’clock, two hours and a half after the 
accident. I found my patient almost moribund, pulse wavy and 
scarcely perceptible at the wrist, surface cold and bathed in per- 
spiration, face swollen with a besotted expression, mind wavering, 
pupils dilated, could not see, declaring that it was very dark, al- 
though candles were burning in the room, asked frequently if it 
was not raining hard, although the night was calm and clear.— 
Upon examination I found that the bite had been inflicted on the 
instep of the left foot; two little punctures were very perceptible, 
around which there was a greenish areola, with some puffiness. 

Having heard of the marvelous efficacy of “‘spirits’’ in the re- 
lief of similar cases, I at once determined to give the remedy a 
full and fair trial. Reason and analogy sustained it. The nerv- 
ous system was overwhelmed by a swift and deadly sedative poison, 
it must be supported by an equally powerful diffusible stimulant ; 
accordingly I gave half a glass of whisky, which was swallowed 
with avidity. Meanwhile the wound was freely scarified and 
cupped, and the extremities placed in a hot saline bath; twenty 
grains of carb. ammonia was then given, which was immediately 
thrown up, together with the contents of the stomach, colored a 
bright grass green. A common sized glass full of whiskey was. 
now given, the patient draining with eagerness the last drops, and 
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begging with the energy of instinct for more; thus a glass of 
whisky and twenty grs. of carb. ammonia were given alternately 
every half hour, until three pints of the former and eighty grs. of 
the latter were taken; and what is remarkable, not the slightest 
intoxication ensued, on the contrary, the urgent and alarming 
7 bag gradually gave way, warmth was restored to the surface, 
the pulse returned to the wrist, the mind was called back from its 
wanderings, and she fell into a quiet sleep, from which she awoke 
at five o’clock, A. M., complaining of immense pain in the foot, 
shooting up the inside of the leg to the knee: ordered, morphia 
one-fourth gr., fomentation of laudanum and camphor, followed by 
poultice of linum lini, witht he effect of entire relief of pain.— 
The following day castor oil was given to move the bowels; from 
that hour she suffered no further inconvenience from the bite. 

The instinctive avidity and impunity with which this delicately 
nurtured young lady took so large a quantity of spirits, sufficient 
under ordinary circumstances to have killed a regular habitue, 
would excite astonishment, if we did not reflect that it was antag- 
onized by the depressing effect of the poison on the nervous 
system. 

But the most interesting feature in this case remains to be sta- 
ted. Miss R , at the time she was bitten, was the subject of 
well marked whooping-cough, which was then epidemic in the 
neighborhood. She had had the disease about three weeks, conse- 
quently it was at its acme, but on recovering from the effects of the 
poison, to her great surprise and gratification, her cough had dis- 
appeared also, nor did it return. Being a spasmodic disease, it was 
swept away by the powerful impression made upon the nervous 
system. 

This interesting and novel fact, it seems to me, furnishes some 
hints in the treatment of this hitherto intractable malady—hoop- 
ing-cough, some remarks upon which I reserve for a future com- 
munication. Yours truly, 


THOMAS A. ATCHISON. 








From the Medicale de Paris. 


New Researches on Hamatology.—By MM. A. Becqueret and A. Bo~ 
DIER, 
[The following are the conclusions of a long series of observa- 
tions upon morbid changes in the blood, which have been recently 
communicated to the Academie des sciences, and reported in the 


above named journal. } 
1st. In the majority of chronic maladies, and in various other 


unhealthy conditions, there is some increase or diminution in the 
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normal proportions of the three principal elements of the blood— 
the globules, the fibrine, and the albumen, and this in a single, 
double, or triple order. 

2d. The globules diminish in number in the course of most pro- 
tracted chronic disorders, and especially in organic affeetions of the 
heart, the chronic form of Bright’s disease, chlorosis, march- 
cachexy, hemorrhages of various kinds, excessive blood-lettings, 
the last stages of tubercular disease, and the cancerous diathesis. 
The globules disappear equally in those who are sunk in the depths 
of poverty, and exposed to the conjoined evil of bad and insuffi- 
cient food, and of dark, damp, and ill-ventilated dwellings. 

8d. The albymen of the serum of the blood diminishes, among 
other instances, in Bright's disease, the march-cachexy, advanced 
heart disease, great symptomatic anzemia, and in the state of ill 
health induced by cancer and by poverty. 

4th. The proportion of fibrine is unaffected, or slightly aug- 
mented, in acute scorbutus; but diminished in the chronic malady, 
especially in that symptomatic form which often complicates per- 
manent heart disease. 

5th. In all the cases already mentioned, the quantity of water 
contained in the blood is considerably augmented. 

6th. The more prominent signs of a diminution in the number of 
, ase are the following :—discoloration of the skin, palpitation, 

yspneea, bruit de soufflet at the base of the heart during its first 

sound, an intermittent bruit de souffiet in the carotids, and a con- 
tinuous one in the jugulars. 

7th. A rapid, though slight, diminution in the quantity of 
albumen, is marked by acute dropsy. A more gradual diminution 
is followed by the same symptom, but in this instance the loss 
must have been much more considerable than in the former one. 
Dropsy, in fact, is the characteristic sign of a blood deprived of its 
natural amount of albumen. 

8th. A diminution in the normal proportions of fibrine is fol- 
lowed by hemorrhage of one kind or another—mucus or cutaneous. 

9th. In the anemia, which is symptomatic of copious hemorrh- 
age, starvation, or exhausting discharges, the blood is less dense 
and more watery than natura), the globules are diminished in num- 
ber, and the albumen and fibrine unaffected, or the former slightly 
wanting. 

10th. In chlorosis, which is an affection distinet from anzemia, 
the blood may be unchanged. [If it ischanged, it has fewer glo- 
oules and more water, and a natural or somewhat augmented pro- 
portion of fibrine and albumen. 

11th. In weute Bright’s disease, the globules and fibrine re- 
main una!tered, and the albumen is wasted. In the chronic af- 
fection, the globules, as well as the albumen, are deficient, and not 
unfrequently the fibrine also, though to a less extent than the 


others. 
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12th. Most of the idiopathic dropsies are due to a want in the 
normal quantity of the albumen of the blood. 

18th. In fatal diseases of the heart, the blood progressively 
becomes more and more impoverished in its three elements of 
fibrine, albumen, and globules, while at the same time it is ren- 
dered much more watery. 

14th. In acute scorbutus, the blood presents no appreciable al- 
teration. In the chronic affection, the blood is notably deficient 
in fibrine, while the globules are, sometimes at least, considerably 
increased. ; 

15th. These facts should exercise a great influence in practice, 
as we possess the means of acting upon the element which may be 
wanting or changed. tonic plan of treatment will be required 
when each of the three elements is deficient, combined with qui- 
nine, steel, or acids, according as the deficiency may be in the 
albumen, globules, or fibrine—one reason of the indication of acids 
in the latter case being the presence of free soda in the blood 
when the fibrine is deficient. 


— 
—<o~ 





(From the Buffalo Medical Journal. 
Hats and Baldness. 


The subject of baldness is one in which many within the social 
circle of every medical practitioner are more or less interested ; 
and it is one which probably comes nearer home than this to not a 
few of our professional readers. On this subject our observations 
and reflections (Providence be praised ! not as yet our experience) 
have led to an abiding conviction. In fact, with the assistance of 
a scientific friend, we are persuaded that we have made ‘a discovery 
of considerable practical consequence to those to whom it particu- 
larly concerns. The subject is one which may provoke mirth, but 
a bald pate is often no joke to the possessor, capital though it be 
in one sense. He may receive a jocose allusion thereto with an 
amiable spirit, but there is sadness at the bottom, and his recog- 
nition of the jest is usually with a sardonic grin. We state this 
as a matter of observation, and we feel sure of the correctness of 
our diagnosis in such cases. 

What occasions baldness, is a question by no means beneath the 
dignity of the medical editor. We ask the question with reference 
to the male sex. We do not, as a point of gallantry, presume 
that women never grow bald; but as a matter of fact they do not 
nearly as often as do men. This is a fact having an important 
bearing on our theory. We ask our readers, is it not true that a 
much smaller proportion of women than of men are affected with 
alopecia? Another fundamental (if the reader will excuse the 
antithesis) fuct, viz., men grow bald almost invariably on the top 
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of the head (alopecia calvities) while the loss of hair, in women, 
is uniform over the head, or as often laterally, as on the crown. 
We put this latter fact in italics, because it is the main spoke in 
our argument. Now we revert to the first question, what occa- 
sions baldness in men? We answer, in imitation of Beau Brum- 
mel, Hats is the man. Seriously, and in the most scientific frame 
of mind which we are capable of assuming, we believe that male 
baldness is generally owing to the hat which is commonly worn. 

Our train of argument is as follows: Men are affected with bald- 
ness much more frequently than women. The baldness in men 
affects the crown of the head, while in women it is not confined to 
that situation. There must be adequate reasons for these differ- 
ences in the two sexes. ‘These reasons, it is rational to conclude, 
pertain to the articles of dress worn on the head. The hat com- 
monly worn by men differs in some striking peculiarities from the 
bonnets worn by females. It is logical to infer that the causes of 
the differences just mentioned, if they relate to the hat, concern 
the peculiarities in which the hat differs from the bonnet. The 
legitimacy of this conclusion is sustained, if, on examination of the 
peculiar features of the hat, it be found that such an effect might 
a priori be expected to occur. 

In this discovery we are not entirely original. Such an idea 
appears lately to have been entertained to some extent, and the 
hatters, in their latest constructions, have recognized the truth of 
this idea by making a small ventilating aperture in the crown. 
This assumes that the objection to the hat lies in the confinement 
of the air and cutaneous exhalations in the vacant space between 
the crown of the hat and the crown of the head. There may be 
something in that supposition. This is one of the peculiarities of 
the hat contrasted with ladies’ bonnets. The latter permit free 
ventilation. We do not look upon this feature, however, as the 
most important in its relation to baldness. The most characteristic 
trait of the hat is the tightness with which it encircles the head, 
Herein consists, in our opinion, its agency in the loss of hair. The 
stove-pipe hat must needs encircle the head tightly, in order to be 
secure in its position in spite of wind and other disturbing forces. 
To appreciate the degree of compression, one has only to note the 
indentation left on the forehead after a tightly fitting hat has been 
worn for some time. Every body knows how commonly this is to 
be observed. The head is in fact pretty firmly ligated while the 
hat is worn. Now what must be the effect of this on the circula- 
tion? Plainly, the effect is to interrupt the circulation in the 
scalp above the circle on which the compression is made. It is 
precisely like tying a cord around the head sufficiently to diminish, 
if not stop, for the time, the flow of blood through the temporal 
and other arteries by which the blood is distributed to the superior 
portion of the scalp. The hair follicles, as is well known, are very 
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vascular. Their functions require this vascularity, and an ade- 
—_ constant supply of oxygenated blood. . If this supply be 

iminished, the growth and nutrition of the hairs are proportion- 
ably affected ; and, finally, the pu/p inclosed in the follicle withers 
and dies, as does any other part when deprived of the pabulum 
vite. This effect occurs on the crown because interruption of the 
circulation in arteries is always felt most in the parts to which the 
terminal branches are distributed. 

Such is our explanation of the fact that baldness is so frequently 
observed in the young and middle aged men of the present gene- 
ration. The remedy is to repudiate the present fashion of hats. 
Let some inventive genius devise a substitute for the unseemly, 
as well as hair-destructive article which is now the mode, and we 
are firmly convinced that toupees will become objects of curiosity 
rather than utility, and the bald pate will again be venerated as 
the distinguished trait of old age. 

We have discharged our duty, in this important matter, by 
sounding the ¢ocsin. It remains for others whose personal interest 
in the subject is not so remote as ours, to put their shoulders to 
the wheel, and urge the reform onward. 


_———— a 


From the New York Medical Gazette. 
Rapping Mania. 

Our readers will bear us witness that from the modern inception 
of this terrible iniquity at Rochester, and the attempted mercenary 
speculation of transferring the ‘weird sisters’ to this 0 to 
exhibit themselves to visitors at a dollar a head, this paper fully 
and fearlessly denounced all parties who gave the foul imposture 
its first impulse in New York, whether Clerical, Judicial, Legal 
or Medical, as the dupes of designing men and women conspired 
to deceive. We then took the early responsibility, not merely to 
deny anything supernatural or spiritual in the ‘* mysterious knock- 
ings,”’ but we boldly alleged a systematic scheme of villainy upon 
the women who were used, and the men who used them, to make 
money by deception, fraud, and imposture ; and insisted that for 
obtaining money under false pretenses, all parties were open to 
conviction under our statute law, and we called on the District 
Attorney, Grand Jury and Courts, to do their duty ; naming the 
Penitentiary as the due of the knaves, and predicting the Lunatic 
Asylum as the refuge of their dupes. 

But finding our efforts fruitless, and our warning unheeded, and 
discovertng that a portion of the public press had been subsidized 
to silence, and still another portion hired to echo the mystery, and 
give currency to the pretended revelations from the spirit-world, 
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we renewed our exertions to arrest the unutterable mischiefs of the 
delusion. Foreseeing the certainty that multitudes would be led 
away by these deceivers, if they were not unmasked, and their 
knavery exposed, we sent forth a warning, not merely against the 
insanity which must result upon weak minds, but urging that the 
dethronement of reason which would follow wou'd be suicidal and 
homicidal, and hence predicted deeds of ‘“ darkness. infamy and 
blood,”’ as the legitimate and unavoidable results, of a belief in 
these spiritual and ghostly revelations. 

It was but a few weeks before the knavery of the weird sisters, 
Fish and Foxes, was proved and promulgated by Professors Flint 
and Lee, of Buffalo, two members of our profession, who nobly 
threw themselves into the breach in the vain hope of stopping the 
plague; and their exposure of these prime movers of the rapping 
mania, has since been verified by the Cincinnati Ladies’ Commit- 
tee so as to annihilate every doubt. Meanwhile insanity has gone 
on multiplying, and filling up our Asylums all over the country 
with its victims, and thousands more are tottering on its verge, 
bewildered and confounded by morhid imaginings of ghostly mes- 
sages from the spirit-world. The deeds of darkness, infamy and 
blood, justly apprehended as the fruits of this form of insanity, 
have repeatedly been published in the suicides and bloody murders 
of both men and women, leaving widows and orphans to bewail 
their hapless fate. And all this because summary punishment has 
not been inflicted upon the guilty originators and propagators of 
this abominable imposture. 

So far from visiting these offenders with the penalties of the law, 
there are clergymen, physicians, judges, lawyers, and even editors, 
who have marvelled and doubted, and gravely said, there is some- 
thing strange, mysterious, unaccountable in some of these revela- 
tions, and speculated on their causes ; thus admitting the reality of 
the so-called phenomena, and conceding something supernatural, 
if not ghostly in them; and thus betraying all around them who 
do their thinking by proxy, into the belief of all the miracle-mon- 
gering, which the rappers and their victims allege. 

Hence, they have gone on from one imposture to another, from 
rapping and alphabets when these become stale, to bell-ringing, 
table-moving, singing, dancing, writing, discerning spirits, healing 
diseases, revéaling truths and denouncing errors in religion, morals, 
science and philosophy, and all professedly from the ghosts of the 
departed. And the public press has done, and is doing, much to 
perpetuate the iniquity, by recording as facts the most absurd of 
these stories. In several of these presses, the movement of tables 
has been alfeged as capable of being effected by a circle sitting 
around it, and touching it with their hands; thus giving color to 
the wildest of the ghostly stories, while disclaiming these and al- 
leging electricity as the cause. But they forgot to tell, that the 
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tables only move in the dark, and that there will be found under 

each moving table a stout negro, white or black, whose muscles 
furnish the locomotion. If any body alledges the contrary. we 

have a small table in our office on which we write, and we offer 

one hundred dollars to any ghost or medium, from this world or 

the other, who will move it an inch in daylight, by any super- . 
natural, spiritual, magnetic or electrical influence, which shall be 
invisible and intangible to our own optics; and they may sit in a 
circle around it for a month, and “call spirits from the vasty deep, 

but will they come ?” 

Surely, sense has “ fled to brutish beasts, and men have lost 
their reason,’’ who can be so easily gulled to sacrifice their intelli- 
gence, their phi'osophy, their religion, and even their Bibles, to 
the ghostly rappings of these impostors, and even ‘pay for the 
poker.”” But we have done our duty, and will only again express 
our gratification at the fact that no regular — within our 
knowledge has been seduced from his propriety by this stupendous 
folly, and that Homeeopathists are the only medical victims of the 
mania to which the honest among them have an intellectual pro- 
clivity, as they have ever had to the kindred impostures of animal 
magnetism. Thus far they have only been found among the 
knaves, and make money by the operation. We believe no one of 
them has yet become a dupe. 


——~— 0 Boe - — 


From the Buffalo Medical Journal. 
Opium. The opinions thereon of Surarrenkxuttet Smetrcneus, M. D. 


‘* Tacknowledge no Procrustean creed, decapitating nonconformity !” 


ALt is blue in the office of Smelfungus. He is blowing a cloud, 
and the room is filled with the aroma of tobacco, about the paterni- 
ty of which there can be no doubt—it is genuine Connecticut, and 
no mistake. 

“Longevity,” he syas, “cannot be considered a characteristic of 
the matcria medica. From the earliest days of medicine, epheme- 
re have arisen ; fluttered out their existence, and disappeared from 
the view. But other articles there are, which possess inherent vi- 
tality, which have been for ages the main pillars of therapeutics ; 
and which still stand firm in their stately proportions. And state- 
liest, with firmest shaft of these, is opium. 

“Opium! mysterious drug, whose potency is felt not only in the 
body, but in the recesses of the mind: where is the link that con- 
nects the sleepy poppy with the grandest powers of our nature? 
By what deep hidden agency does it lull the racked nerve to quiet, 
and steal upon the mind with gorgeous dreams, extending time and 
space beyond conception? No man has yet returned from these 
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close penetralia with power to tell their secrets. Used daily and 
hourly for many centuries, it is still unknown, misunderstood, 
abused, and underrated. De Quincy, wrapped in Elysian dreams 
by its still influence, quaffing by imperial pints his eesinens in 
bottles,’ with powers of utterance never equaled, ‘speaking as never 
man spake,’ has lifted the silver vail, only to reveal behind it the 
blackness of darkness. He has called from out the depths; but 
his voice is choked by sorrow, and we hear sighs only,—suspira 
de profundis. Oh mighty agent! instrument by which the soul 
dips down to Acheron, | gazes through the portals of Tartarus ; 
no power can interpret or destroy thee !” 

“Now, Smelfungus,” I venture to insinuate, “you are on stilts 
as long as that euphonious baptismal name of yours, and allow me 
to suggest, you are gyrating rather awkwardly. How are you go- 
ing to get down ?”’ 

Smelfungus looks grieved, holds silence for a moment, and then 
abruptly changes his style of address. 

“‘Have you noticed, my friend, how all things work together for 
good to them that love physic? Have you seen how, out of this 
expectant humbug, have come goodly things, figs from thistles, 
grapes from thorns? Our overwise Expectant must needs do some- 
thing. His lazy theory was to wait for positive indications; and 
very naturally, one eternally recurring indication was the relief of 
pain. So our friend Expectant follows it out, and when you come 
to examine his treatment, you find here, there, everywhere, opium, 
and opium alone, prescribed in all the ills that flesh is heir to, from 
Abscess to Unknown. Of course this was nonsense and error. 
Better and more scientific was old Dr. G.’s prescription for a ‘sing- 
ing in the head,’ viz., a poultice of old music books applied to the 
coccygeal region, with the luminous idea of ‘drawing the music 
down!’ There’s revulsive treatment for you! But after all, good 
cometh from every new thing. Some of expectant’s patients get 
well, and that without regard to old time depurative theories. And 
some of these were cases whereof Dame Nature had not the hand- 
ling. Dame Nature isablotch! To relieve a pleuratic inflam- 
mation, she fills one side of the chest with water; a remedy from 
which the patient might well pray to be delivered. But Expect- 
ant coming to a case of incipient pleuritis, make a homeepathic di- 
agnosis, calls it ‘pain in the side,’ and gives three or four grains of 
opium therefor. Patient gets well instanter. Well, Expectant 
comes to another patient, finds her with low typhoid symptoms, 
and abdominal tenderness, but not much else tv complain of. In 
the absence of any decided indications, Expectant prescribes his 
eternal opium. By-and-by this patient, too, recovers, and Mr. 
Observer, standing by, beholds a case of puerperal peritonitis cured 
by opium. 

* From all this, I, sir, sitting in philosophic judgment, derive 
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the great fact that we nothing about opium. Tell ns, old Monu- 
ment, who have for forty years dealt out your opinion, what know 
you about it? Did you ever dream that it was a curative you 
were handling, and not a palliative merely? Man of the micros- 
cope and testing tube. read for us this deep, this Sphynx-like rid- 
dle. Are we yet—-we staunch old regulars—to yield the field in 
this matter? Is opium the curative means, the efficient drug in 
our mixed prescriptions of calomel et opii.aa.grs.iij ?_ For look you, 
country practitioner dealing Schieffelin’s best powdered from the 
blunt point of your old jack-knife, you old Clysterpipe, who have 
not weighed a prescription these half-score years, your small doses 
of opium weigh three stout grains ! 

“Rest! That is the word. Here, in rest and sleep, ‘tired na- 
ture’s sweet restorer’ lies the secret. One sensible thing that Dame 
Nature does, is to put her patients to bed—to so prostrate their 
lusty muscles, that the sturdy knees give way, and the recumbent 
posture becomes necessary. Here, then, is the great curative, and 
opium is a means thereto. ‘Olid functional Harmony’ used to tell 
us with extremest unction, that ‘uterine contraction was the reme- 
dy for uterine hemorrhage.’ Not lead, not ergot, not cold water, 
not compression, not the tampon, but any one, or all of these, 
which could bring on uterine contraction. So here in inflamma- 
tion. Rest is our remedy—not calomel, not antimony, not blood- 
letting, not opium, but any one, or all, or none of these, so that 
you secure rest. 

‘There is a vague idea, derived from some exploded theories, 
that calomel has, jure divino, a certain control over inflammation 
—that the presence of calomel in the stomach, simultaneously with 
inflammation in the viscera, is incompatible. Now, good Sir Hun- 
ker! you know that 2 a the highest respect for 
“ of the conservative school. You know that on every occasion 

have ranked myself among you—have bowed to the existence of 
a liver—and scouted at the pretensions of these new comers, who 
bear that flaunting ‘banner with the strange device,’ Young 
Physic. But, my dear sir, we must compromise or strrender. 
Let us come down a peg or two and we shall still be men of note. 
Let us use a little Twigg’s hair dye, and rejuvenate ourselyes— 
gray hairs are at a discount now-a-days. Look you! only a day 
or two since a certain divine declared a decided preference for 
young physicians, over old. He hac the hardihood to intimate 
that one good theory, round and well established, was worth ten 
years’ experience. He was a Scotchman, and I said to him, that 
‘it behoveth a Scotchman to be right, for if he be wrong he he for- 
ever, and eternally wrong.’ Between you and I, my aged friend, 
it is about time to cave. Now I have a talent for compromises, 
and I can propose a satisfactory arrangement which shall govern 
this vexed question of Calomel vs. Opium. Let us hereafter say 
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nothing ahout being ‘bilious.’ That’s all well enough at the bed- 
side, but it is ruled out of professional intercourse. Let us give 
our calomel as we did of old to all patients of firm fibrinous habits, 
whose blood has a tendency to plastic exudation. So much we 
claim for our side of the house. Now we may as well, (needs must 
when the devil drives,) concede to Young Physic, that calomel 
shall be withheld in cases where this condition does not obtain, viz., 
in those manifold diseases where the blood has a tendency to fluid- 
ity. I fear that this will narrow down the amount of the drug 
used, but we must come to it. Don’t you recollect feeding calomel, 
for a fortnight on a stretch, to that strumous little girl with dysen- 
tery, last year? How fast she did gain, didn’t she? And how 
nicely you could trace the curative influence of the calomel, 
couldn’t you?’ And Smelfungus puts his tongue to his cheek, 
and makes a mysterious gesture with his thumb over the left 
shoulder. And I can imagine Editor Flint perusing this backsli- 
ding confession of Smelfungus with a quiet smile and a chuckle, 
which means “I told you so!”’ But Smelfungus loves freedom of 
action; he cannot bear to be fattened by the green withes of tradi- 
tion. Witness the motto at the head of this article. 

But touch him gently, Dr. Flint! or you may yet see Smelfun- 
gus astride his old bilious Rosinate, charging the windmills of na- 
tural medicine with the stern voiced war ery: ‘‘Floret Colomelas 
—ruat calum !” 

“Salts, sir, in all his steps—manna in his eye— 
In every gesture, calomel and rhubarb.’’ 


Smelfungus loves fun, and from no recent occurrence has he de- 
rived so many good horse-laughs as from the developments at Bel- 
levue in re of opium in puerperal peritonitis. 

‘Dr. Clark would have made no great stir with his interesting 
experiments in peritonitis, had he not been so severely criticised. 
Not but that Dr. Clark’s treatment was a goodly instance of a 
priori reasoning applied to therapeutics—brilliant in its concep- 
tion, and triumphant in its success. But the fun of the matter lies 
in the criticism of the New York Medical Gazette. ‘This,’ he says, 
‘comes of making hospital doctors of mere theorists.’ He tells us 
that we must look in the dead-house records for the results of such 
treatment. ‘Of course the patients are dead. He stops not to 
enquire about it—they are dead de necessitate; and he sheds his 
tears over them as freely as a child in the measles. Smelfungus 
ean sce him; leading a lachrymose group of anxious inquirers be- 
side the green shores and still waters of the East River. With 
solemn step and slow, he conducts them down the gravel walks of 
Bellevue, ’twixt cabbages and onion beds, and sadly points to the 
little dead-house, as filled with the sad mementoes of Dr. Clark’s 


recklessness. 
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‘‘But they look in vain—these women are not yet defunct, but 
‘still live to bend as best they may, with abdomen probulgent over 
their wash tubs, the spared monuments of human folly.” 


“Oh that mine enemy had written a book !”’ 


If I were to tell you, gentle reader, all that Smelfungus says 
about the matter, I should detract from that solemnity which be- 
comes the pages of a medical journal. A pompous dignity is the 
main-stay of our profession, and by a parity of reasoning a medical 
monthly should indulge in ne unseemly cachinnatiens. Vale. 
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From the Nashville Jour. Mec. and Surg. 
A Valuable Substitute for Ergot. By Dr. B. H. Wasninaton, of Woodbury, 


Dr. WASHINGTON has, recently discovered that dry-cupping, 
applied to the spinal origin ef nerves, has the effect of stimulating 
the function of the organ to which the nerves are distributed. 
Applied to the lowest part ef the sacrum, dilatation of the os uteri 
is produced; and applied higher up, contraction of the uterus 
follows. 

In an obstetrical case, where the pains had endured fourteen 
hours without producing any perceptible effect, in consequence of 
rigidity of the es uteri, Dr. Washington applied a dry-cup as low 
down on the sacrum as possible, so as to cover the origin of the 
nerves to the os uteri. ‘The result was most satisfactory, for com- 
plete relaxation ensued; at the next pain the head descended to 
the outlet, and at the second pain the patient was safely delivered, 
and that in less than ten minutes from the application of the cups. 
In tedious labor, the cup should be applied, first, to the lowest point 
of the sacrum, and if, in the course of ten or fifteen minutes, the 
patient is not delivered, another should be applied higher up, so as 
to cause the uterus to contract. The lower one should always be 
on when the upper one is applied, so as to insure relaxation of 
the os uteri when the pains come on. 

In cases of retained placenta, a contrary course is recommended : 
the cups are to be applied higher up, so as to cause the uterus to 
contract at once, the relaxation of the os uteri being always suffi- 
cient after the foetus has passed. 

The great advantage of this method of causing the os uteri to 
relax, and the uterus to contract, over the plan of giving ergot, 
needs no other recommendation than a simple statement of facts. 
When ergot is administered, the woman is delivered by main force, 
in opposition to the usual proceedings of nature, without any 
relaxation except that mee” the most fearful pains. By 
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dry-cupping such a complete relaxation is produced, that two or 
three pains are sufficient, and the amount of suffering is not more 
than ordinary. 


_ ee a ee 


From the Brit. and For, Med.-Chirurg. Rev. 


Tartrate of Soda as a Purgative. By M. Dexiovux. 


M. Detioux recommends the crystallized tartrate of soda as a 
most agreeable and certain purgative, being quite equal in power 
to the sulphate of soda or magnesia, and not repugnant to the taste. 
The medium dose, for active*purgation, is ten drachms, little or no 
colic attending its action. The sulphate, phosphate, and tartrate 
of soda, and the tartrate of soda and potassa, may indeed be sub- 
stituted for each other as regards their purgative action ; but the 
tartrate of soda surpasses them all in pleasantness of taste M. 
Delioux is no believer in the doctrine which connects the purga- 
tive action of a body with its sapidity, the purgation resulting from 
the indigestibility of the body swallowed, and the exosmosis it gives 
rise to. 


Taz Navat Mepicat Examination Boarp met at Philadel- 
phia on the 15th of December, and has reported the following 
Assistant Surgeons as qualified for promotion: 1, Wm. Lowber ; 
2, P. J. Horwitz; 3, Rush Mitchell; 4, D. E. Phillips; 5, Jas. 
Hamilton; 6, J. L. Burtt. Thirty-four candidates for admission 
into the Navy as Assistant-Surgeons, were examined, and the 
following nine were selected as the best qualified; 1, James H. 
Stuart, of Pennsylvania; 2, J. Pembroke Thorn, of Virginia; 3, 
John M, Browne, of New Hampshire ; 4, John T. Taylor, of Del- 
aware; 5. Henry Clay Caldwell, of Virginia: 6, Thomas J. Tur- 
ner, of Pennsylvania; 7, William T. Hord, of Kentucky; 8, 
Wentworth -R. Richardson, of Massachusetts; 9, A. Clarksog 
Smith, of Pennsylvania. 
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The Transactions of the Kentucky State Medical Society: at their meeting 
held in Louisville, on the third Wednesday of October, 1852. 


TuIs is a volume of about 350 large 8vo pages, and besides tho 
Minutes contains several very able Reports from Committees ap- 
pointed at the previous meeting. The session continued three 
days, and appears to have been characterized by much interest and 
unanimity. A large number of members were elected, and the 
following formidable list of Committees appointed to report at the 
next meeting. Stanpine ComMMITrEEs—Ist, Of Arrangements ; 
2d, On Practical Medicine ; 3d, On Improvements in Pharmacy ; 
4th, On Vital Statistics; 5th, On Obstetrics; 6th, On Medical 
Ethics ; 7th, On Public Hygiene; 8th, On Epidemics; 9th, On Sur- 
gery; 10th, On Indigenous Botany, and 11th, On Finance. And 
the following SpectaL CommitrEEs—1, On Medical Biography, or 
the Lives of meritorious or distinguished Physicians or Surgeons 
of Kentucky; 2, On Medical Literature, or the History of the 
Medical Authorship of Kentucky; 8, On the relation between 
Diseases and particular Geological Formations ; 4, On the Statis- 
tics of Hernia; 5, On the Statistics of Lithotomy and Calculous 
Diseases; 6, On the History and Mode of Management of Hos- 
pitals; 7, On the History and Mode of Management of Peniten- 
tiaries and Prisons; 8, On Suits for Mal-Practice ; 9, On the Re- 
sults of Surgical Operations in Malignant Diseases ; 10, On Epi- 
demic Erysipelas ; 11, On Epidemic Dysentery; 12, On Typhoid 
Fever; 13, On Placenta Previa; 14, On the Statistics of Reme- 
dies in Disease. 

Of the papers read before the Society, the Address of the Presi- 
dent stands first in order. It is a plain, practical paper, and is 
devoted to two general topics, viz :—‘“‘ Ist, The establishment and 
maintenance of union, harmony and good government among its 
members, thereby promoting the character, interests, honor and 
. usefulness of the profession. 2d, The cultivation and advancement 
of Medical Science and Literature, by the collection, diffusion, in- 
terchange, preservation and general circulation of medical know- 
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ledge throughout the State.” Under the first division of the sub- 
ject, the President indicates, what he conceives to be the reasons: 
why the medical profession does not command the confidence and 
respect, which it formerly did—such as the low standard of attain- 
ments frequently possessed by those who aspire to its honors, and 
the great facility of gaining admission into the ranks of the pro- 
fession. He justly urges upon the members of the profession the 
importance of requiring a higher standard of qualifications of stu- 
dents, and upon Medical Colleges of raising the standard of attain- 
ments of candidates for the Degree in Medicine. And admonishes 
the members of the Society to “‘keep up with the times them- 
selves,” by reading the medical literature of the day, and by con- 
tributing their own experience and observations to the medical 
public, by writing for the journals. And not the least important 
part of the Address, (if practicable) is that which suggests the 
importance of devising some plan of general application, by which 
medical practioners may be relieved from the onerous duty of giving 
their services, medicine, and frequently food and raiment, with no 
prospect of remuneration, to the pauper classes, always large in 
every community. 

The next paper is a Report by Doctor Chipley upon Vital Sta- 
tistics. It is more a historic glance of the subject than a critical 
analysis; it contains, however, some valuable suggestions, and is 
written in a forcible and elegant style. An interesting feature of 
the Report is the accompanying map of Kentucky, “so colored as 
to represent, at a single glance, the relative mortality of the differ- 
ent portions of the State.” 

The Report on Surgery by Dr. 8. D. Gross, is a valuable con- 
tribution to the medical literature of Kentucky; it evinces great 
industry and patient research, and is indeed a very complete history 
of surgery in that State, commencing with the earliest times and 
extending to the present, it occupies near 200 pages of the volume. 
In the report Dr. Gross gives a very interesting Memoir of one of 
Kentucky’s first and ablest Surgeons, Dr. Ephraim McDowell, for 
whom he claims the credit of first performing ovaritomy, which was 
done as early as 1809, and was perfectly successful. It is not 
certain how many operations of this kind Dr. McD. performed, but 
it is supposed that he made the ovarian section thirteen times. Of 











EDITORBAL. 565 


the first six operations, but one proved fatal. In this paper Dr. 
G. notices most of the operations in Surgery of every kind, that 
have been published, making it really little short of a treatise upon 
the subject. 

The Report on Indigenous Botany is a well written article, con- 
taining some practical suggestions upon the effects of vegetables 
upon the animal economy, and the importance of directing more 
attention to this class of remedies. It gives a description of a few 
individual plants, and a list of the plants of Kentucky. 

Anything that will induce the medical practitioner to observe 
more closely, and record what passes in his practice, must be of 
value both to himself and his patient. The more accurately he 
observes, the more likely will he be to arrive at a correct diagnosis, 
upon which depends success in practice. Therefore we are pleased 
with the recommendation of the Committee on ‘‘ Case Book” which 
is to be used, not in recording the extraordinary cases only, but all 
cases coming under his care; the plan suggested is simple, and 
must lead to greater system in examinations and more care in 
diagnosis. 

Reports were also made upon Medical Ethics and Obstetrics, and 
papers were read upon Epidemics. 

It is gratifying to witness the increasing interest manifested in 
different sections of the country, in the elevation and improvement 
of the medical profession. State organizations like that of Ken- 
tucky, must exert a salutary influence upon the profession, and 
will interest every member who properly estimates its usefulness 
and honor. 

The volume gives good evidence of the industry, zeal and ability, 
of the profession in Kentucky; we say to our brethren in other 
States, ‘‘ go and do likewise.” 


0 0 Ge 


Cook County Medical Society Proceedings for April. 

At the regular monthly meeting of the Cook County Medical 
Society, held at the office of Dr. N. 8. Davis, on Friday, April 5th, 
Dr. Herrick gave a brief history of two cases of puerperal convul~ 
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sions, one in charge of a homeopathic practitioner in the city, the 
other in the practice of a regular physician in the country. 

The subject of the first case was Mrs. P , @ young woman 
having a nervous sanguine temperament, in labor, at the end of the 
full term of gestation with a first child. 

On being called to the case twenty-four hours after labor pains 
had commenced, the practitioner in attendance stated that the labor 
had progressed naturally for twelve hours, or up to the time at 
which convulsions commenced. After this the efforts at expulsion, 
though at times vigorous, were ineffectual during the twelve hours 
following ; at the termination of which period, the reporter being 
called, found the patient violently convulsed at short intervals, in- 
sensible, breathing stertuous, conjunctiva much injected and pupils 
dilated. 

On examination it was found that the head of the child, with the 
occiput towards the right acetabulum, had passed below the upper 
strait into the cavity of a well formed pelvis. The soft parts being 
fully relaxed, no obstacle or objection existed to an immediate 
resort to instruments for the purpose of effecting what would have 
been accomplished twelve hours before, had the patient been under 
the care of any judicious and skilful obstetrician, immediate de- 
livery, with the forceps, the foetus apparently the principal if not 
the only exciting cause of the convulsions. 

The convulsions ceased in this case with the delivery of the 
child, but their continuance of a violent character for so long a 
time, had so impaired the vital powers, that death from cerebral 
congestion followed in forty-eight hours after. 

It is hoped that the melancholy termination of this case may 
serve as a salutary warning to the public, not to trust to sugar 
pills when life is at stake, and as additional evidence as it is to 
physicians, of the importance of early delivery by instruments, or 
otherwise, in all cases of puerperal convulsions. 

The other case to which Dr. Herrick called the attention of the 
Society, was one to which he was called on Sunday last (the 8d 
inst.) the patient being as in the case previously cited, a young 
woman in labor with her first child, at the termination of a full 
term of gestation. In this case the labor progressed naturally for 
several hours, and until the head of the child began to press upon 
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perineum, when convulsions commenced, at first sight, but more 
and more severe and at shorter intervals, up to a time twelve 
hours after their first appearance. 

In this case the unwarrantable delay in delivery was for want of 
instruments, the practitioner in attendance being unprovided, and 
obliged to send 22 miles for the reporter and his forceps. 

Dr. Herrick, on his arrival, found the patient insensible; con- 
vulsions recurring as often as every two or three hours; pulse full; 
respiration but slightly impaired, with eyes indicating no serious 
cerebral congestion. 

Delivery with forceps was effected in a very few minutes, the 
uterus contracting sufficiently to prevent hemorrhage and favor the 
removal of the placenta. No convulsions or other unfavorable 
symptoms occurred during the two hours following; the indica- 
tions, however, were so favorable, that there is but little doubt that 
the case wlll terminate favorably. 

Dr. Palmer stated that it was his opinion, based upon experience 
and observation, that the treatment of puerperal convulsions with 
opium, or other strong anodynes, was not only inefficient but dele- 
terious ; has been called in consultation to several cases, in which 
convulsions came on after its administration by the practitioner in 
attendance; would, therefore, as a general rule, not give opium 
during labor : believes it should always be discarded when there is 
pain in the head and flushed face; may be given in cases in which 
the labor is irregular and slow, without any tendency to cerebral 
congestion ; believes pueperal convulsions are frequently caused by 
the pains leaving the uterus and affecting the head or other parts; 
such cases are treated most effectually by bleeding and ergot. 

Dr. Davis stated that he had been led to avoid the use of opium 
in labor, because of the effects which he has seen produced by it 
in several cases under the care of practitioners who were in the 
habit of using it freely in labor; believes he has seen four or five 
cases in which the pains were arrested permanently by its use; in 
practice has adopted the rule, never to give opium when the pains 
are efficient and regular, and the soft parts dilated or dilatable. 

Dr. Miller remarked, that what had been said recalled to his 
mind a case which once came under his observation, in which con- 
vulsions continued obstinately after delivery, and in which there «| 
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was little or no tendency to healthy uterine contraction. In this 
case morphine had been given without effect, but after the admin- 
istration of ergot, pains came on, expelling a large amount of co- 
agulated blood, after which the convulsions ceased. 

- For want of space in this number, we are obliged to reserve the 
remarks of other members of tlie Society, upon this subject for our 
next. 
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Cook County Medical Society. 

At the Annual meeting of the Cook{County Medical Society, 
held in the City of Chicago, on Tuesday, April 5th, 1858, the fol- 
lowing named persons were elected officers for the ensuing year, 
viz:—Dr. Wm. B. Herrick, President; Dr. N. S. Davis, Vice 
President, and Dr. DeLaskie Miller, Secretary. The following 
persons were elected Delegates to the American Medical Associa- 
tion, viz:—Drs. Wm. B. Herrick, Horatio Hitchcock and Erial 
McArthur. 

On motion, the Delegates to the American Medical Association 
were aothorized to appoint substitutes from the members of this 
Society. 

The Delegates elected to the State Medical Society, were Drs. 
J. V. Z. Blaney, DeLaskie Miller, J. H. Bird, Erial McArthur, 
and Wm. E. Clark. 

On motion of Dr. Blaney, the Delegates to the State Medical 
Society were authorized to appoint substitutes. 


The Society then adjourned. 
DeLaskigz Mier, Secretary. 


OBITUARY. 


We are called upon to lament the death of Dr. Witt1aM E. 
Horner, for a long time Professor of Anatomy in the University 
of Pennsylvania. He died on the 12th ult., of Disease of the 
Heart. 


Died, on March 15th, at Brush Hill, Dupage Co., Ill, Dr. D. 
W. Boyp, of Consumption, after a protracted Illness. He was 
ery much respected by the neighborhood of which he has been 








